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Introduction

The Federation of Malayalee Associations of Americas (FOMAA) successfully organised its
prestigious Kerala Convention and Business Meet 2026 on Sunday, 11 January 2026, at
Gokulam Park, Kochi. The event brought together eminent political leaders, policymakers,
business leaders, media personalities, and representatives from various professional sectors.

A major highlight of the programme was the active and meaningful participation of 29
students from BPC College, who attended the Business Meet as part of their academic and
professional exposure. Their presence added strong educational value to the programme and
reflected FOMAA’s commitment to nurturing young minds and future business leaders.

Programme Schedule and Proceedings

The programme commenced at 3.30 PM with a traditional Aniyara welcome dance,
showcasing Kerala’s rich cultural heritage.

e 4.00 PM - Welcome Speech:
Delivered by Sri Sabu K. Jacob, Former Municipal Chairman, Piravom, setting the
tone for the convention and highlighting the objectives of the Business Meet.

e 4.05PM - Introductory Speech:
By Sri Baby John Uralil, Chairman, FOMAA Business Forum, who emphasised
business collaboration, diaspora engagement, and opportunities for youth
participation.

e 4.15PM - Presidential Address:
By Sri Baby Manakunnel, President, FOMAA, outlining FOMAA’s global vision and its
role in connecting Kerala with the international Malayalee business community.

e 4.30 PM - Inauguration:
The Business Meet and Award Ceremony was formally inaugurated by Hon.
Minister P. Rajeev, Government of Kerala. In his address, the Minister highlighted
the importance of industrial growth, entrepreneurship, and investment-friendly
policies in Kerala.

e 4.45 PM - Keynote Address:
Delivered by Prof. K. V. Thomas, Special Representative of the Government of Kerala
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in New Delhi, who spoke on policy support, development initiatives, and Kerala’s
global economic engagement.

Felicitation Session
A series of felicitation addresses were delivered by distinguished dignitaries:

e Adv. Sunny Joseph, MLA & KPCC President

o Shri Hibi Eden, Member of Parliament, Ernakulam

o Shri Binoy Viswam, Member of Rajya Sabha

e ShriT.J. Vinod, MLA

¢ Smt. Uma Thomas, MLA

e Shri K. J. Maxi, MLA

¢ Shri K. N. Unnikrishnan, MLA

e Adv. M. Anilmol V. K., Mayor of Kochi

¢ Shri K. S. Radhakrishnan, Former PSC Chairman

o Shri Sreekandan Nair, Managing Director, Flowers & 24 News
o Dr. George Sleeba, Former Managing Director, FACT Kochi

¢ Shri Sabu Cherian, Film Producer & Vice President, Kerala Chamber of Commerce

The speakers collectively stressed economic development, social responsibility, and the
importance of youth involvement in business and governance.

Significance of Participation of 29 BPC College Students

The participation of 29 students from BPC College was a key highlight of the Business Meet.
The students actively observed high-level discussions, leadership interactions, and policy-
oriented deliberations, gaining valuable real-world exposure beyond classroom learning.

Their participation:

e Enhanced understanding of business forums and economic policymaking

e Provided direct exposure to eminent leaders and professionals

e Encouraged career orientation, leadership skills, and entrepreneurial thinking
e Strengthened industry—academia linkage

The presence of students at such a prestigious international-level business forum reflects
FOMAA'’s inclusive vision and BPC College’s commitment to holistic education.

Media Coverage and Public Recognition

The programme received wide coverage in leading Malayalam newspapers, including
Mathrubhumi, highlighting the success of the convention and the emphasis placed on
economic development and youth engagement. The media coverage further amplified the
relevance of the event and its broader social impact.



Conclusion

The FOMAA Kerala Convention & Business Meet 2026 was a grand success, marked by high-
profile participation, meaningful discussions, and strong institutional collaboration. The
active involvement of 29 BPC College students stood out as a significant academic and
developmental achievement, providing them with invaluable exposure to governance,
business leadership, and global networking.

The event not only strengthened Kerala’s business ecosystem but also inspired young
students to envision larger roles in the economic and social development of the state.
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